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Dear Llyr,

Thank you for your letter of 11 February regarding the Ffos-y-Fran Land Reclamation
Scheme.

The Welsh Government continues to closely monitor the situation at the site, with our
priority remaining the safety of the local community and protection of the environment.
Merthyr Tydfil County Borough Council has provided Ministers with assurances regarding
the site’s current condition. The active contribution of key regulators through the Technical
Working Group and the planning process is ensuring the best possible outcomes are being
pursued for the people of Merthyr.

Senior officials have met with lead officers at the Council to reaffirm our commitment to
supporting the development of a long term, managed solution. The ability to finance any
agreed restoration works at Ffos-y-Fran will be an important factor in securing the best
possible outcome for the community. The Council should seek the best achievable
outcome in this regard.

The Welsh Government has made it clear that all parties must commit to transparent
communication and the timely sharing of information. | understand and agree with the
concerns expressed in correspondence to the Committee, particularly in relation to access
to this information.

| understand that the Council is in the process of seeking legal advice in relation to the
direction from the Information Commissioner. It will be for the Council to defend its position
on the matter, including the failure to comply with the direction from the Information
Commissioner.
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The application for the revised restoration scheme is under active consideration for call-in,
as are two planning applications relating to the Cwmbargoed Disposal Point. | hope to
issue a decision on these cases following the next Technical Working Group at which the
Council will provide an update on hydrology and geotechnical engineering information at the
Ffos-y-Fran site which is still to be provided by the applicant to support the planning
application.

The Technical Working Group comprises representatives from a number of public
authorities, which share information and discuss the detail of the current status of the site,
and the technical aspects of the proposed works.

A recent disclosure following a request made under the Environmental Information
Regulations 2004 lists a number of minutes of meetings of the Technical Working Group,
and can be found on the Welsh Government website at https://www.gov.wales/atisn24655.
This may also be helpful to Committee members and correspondents in understanding the
detail of the technical work being undertaken by the group.

Yours sincerely,
Oibeiea Euns.
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Cabinet Secretary for Economy, Energy and Planning
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